
 

ESTEVE and LEITAT announce strategic partnership to 
collaborate in research and development 

 

An alliance to create WeLab, a bio incubator, accelerator hub and center of 
excellence for biomedicine & pharma in Spain. 

 

Barcelona, 9th of July 2020. ESTEVE and LEITAT have announced today that they have 
reached an agreement to create WeLab, a new alliance that will be headquartered in the 
facilities that were occupied until now by ESTEVE in the Barcelona Science Park (PCB). 

This partnership presents an opportunity for both companies to make a difference in their 
model of innovation. In the case of ESTEVE, its contribution is materialized by transferring  
its highly qualified team of professional’s experts in the discovery of new molecular entities 
in combination with  its research infrastructure and equipment currently at the PCB, which 
will become part of WeLab from August 1st. ESTEVE’s rights to its proprietary molecules 
are not part of this transaction.  

The alliance will bring ESTEVE benefits from different perspectives by: 1) Leveraging the 
team’s expertise and know how through a strategic collaboration to further develop 
ESTEVE’s current research portfolio under the new WeLab alliance.  And 2) Flexibility in the 
access to innovation, as ESTEVE will have direct and preferential access to innovation and 
state-of-the-art technologies in the biomedical field through the LEITAT network and to 
additional external sources of innovation. ESTEVE will hold the position of Chair at the 
WELAB Strategic Commission.  

The alliance will strengthen LEITAT’s position of becoming an internationally relevant 
player in the research and innovation on biomedicine and pharma, focused in adding value 
to the companies and the society through talent and knowledge, and improving the 
synergies of local and international institutions. In order to reach those objectives, 
companies and institutions will be invited to participate to this initiative that will ask for 
additional European and National funds to advance on its purpose to create a bio-
incubator and projects accelerator, together with a Center of Excellence dedicated to 
pioneering pharmaceutical research in Spain. 

For LEITAT “It represents a boost that will allow to create a new international player in 
future’s medicines research in a moment where everybody understands how important 
this activity is“ said LEITAT’s Executive Vicepresident Joan Parra   

Staffan Schüberg, CEO of ESTEVE said, “This partnership, channeled through WeLab, sets 
the basis for a long-term collaboration and it is a new step forward in our strategic 
journey of becoming a global innovative specialty pharmaceutical company”. 



 

According to the Consellera d'Empresa i Coneixement, Àngels Chacón, "This agreement is 
a great step forward in strengthening R+D in the pharmaceutical and biomedical industry 
in Catalonia, a collaboration between a company and a technology centre that are at the 
forefront and which together will further position the Catalan ecosystem in this sector 
worldwide. From the Department of Enterprise and Knowledge, through ACCIÓ, the 
enforcement of the Catalan system of technology transfer is a priority and, without any 
doubt, agreements like this one contribute substantially". 

Locust Walk served as transaction advisor to ESTEVE. 

 
About ESTEVE 

ESTEVE (www.esteve.com) is a global pharmaceutical company with headquarters in Barcelona. The 
company’s mission is to advance in innovation in order to improve people's lives, and ever since 
its foundation in 1929, it has focused on providing solutions for unmet medical needs. ESTEVE has 
an important presence in Europe with subsidiaries in Germany, France and the United Kingdom 
and its own active pharmaceutical ingredients and finished dosage form sites in Spain, Germany, 
Mexico and China.  
 

About LEITAT 

LEITAT, (www.leitat.org) is a Technological Center founded in 1906, that aims at Managing 
Technologies to create and transfer Social, Environmental, Economic and Industrial sustainable 
value for companies and entities through research and technology processes. Leitat focus its 
commitment on strengthening specialized teams in Technology Transfer, which allow generating 
collaborative and reliable business environments to achieve an economy based on knowledge and 
talent development. 

For more information, please contact: 
ESTEVE  
Olga Cajal, External Communications Manager, ESTEVE, Tel. 93 446 62 60, ocajal@esteve.com 
Mª José Egea, Atrevia, Tel. 93 419 06 30, mjegea@atrevia.com    
 
LEITAT 
Carles Fernández, External Communications Leitat, cfernandez@vitamine.cat , 607 07 05 01 
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